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1Aviation Program
The Office of Aviation’s mission is to advocate and deliver aviation services that support and
promote a safe, comprehensive and competitive air transportation system to enhance the
economic development and quality of life for Iowans.  The office advocates and promotes aviation,
and provides technical assistance in airport design, construction, safety, zoning, community air
service, reauthorization, and other aviation issues.
Requests for assistance or information should be addressed to the Iowa Department of
Transportation, Office of Aviation, 800 Lincoln Way, Ames, IA  50010, telephone 515-239-1691.
Please visit the Web site at www.iawings.com.
The Iowa DOT historically has received three separate appropriations from the state legislature
for assistance to Iowa’s airports: the General Fund Aviation Assistance appropriation, Commer-
cial Air Service Infrastructure appropriation, and the General Aviation Infrastructure Assistance
Program.
General Fund Aviation Assistance
The majority of the programs funded through the General Fund appropriation enhanced safety
and preservation of existing infrastructure, with the opportunity to provide expansion when an
economic impact could be demonstrated.  The Legislature has historically appropriated $2.5
million annually.  The funds were used primarily for Iowa’s general aviation airports, although
commercial service airports received some of the funding.  Programs funded by the General Fund
are administered by the Iowa DOT’s Office of Aviation.  However, in FY 2003 the programs listed
below were unfunded:
Aviation Weather System
The Iowa Aviation Weather System (IAWS) consists of a network of automated weather
observation systems (AWOS) at Iowa’s primary general aviation airports.  These sites
supplement the federal AWOS sites.  The majority of AWOS sites were installed with assistance
from the federal airport program.  The annual funding provided operational maintenance and
transfer of data into the national system, a requirement of the use of the federal funding.
The State Airport Improvement Program
The AIP provides grant dollars to publicly owned general aviation airports and small commercial
service airports with fewer than 10,000 passengers.  Airports submit grant applications and
assurances for the annual program.  Projects are selected based on criteria established in the
Aviation System Plan,  which prioritizes projects based on level and types.  A three-year capital
improvement list of unmet needs provided by airports shows the investment needed to maintain
Iowa’s airports.  Projects are categorized as safety, preservation, standards or expansion
projects.  Eligible projects include runway and taxiway improvements, removal of obstructions,
safety enhancements, visual and navigational aids, communications equipment, and planning
studies.  All of the AIP projects require some level of local match, ranging from 10 to 50 percent.
Commercial Air Service Marketing Program
This program provides matching funds to assist commercial service airports in planning and
implementing awareness programs and marketing air service.  Marketing dollars are used to urge
travelers to fly locally to decrease the amount of leakage to other airports.  The marketing program
is a reimbursement program, requiring a 50 percent match by airports with more than 50,000
passengers, and 25 percent local match by smaller airports.
Aviation Promotion
Aviation promotion and advocacy is a focus for the Office of Aviation.  Funds are used to develop
and maintain a new Web site, produce an educational video, and to promote aviation through radio,
print and billboard.   Emphasis throughout the campaign is on the economic impact of airports.
Funds are also used for aviation education and support for education efforts of other aviation
associations.  The office also prints an airport directory and aeronautical chart on a biennial basis.
An airport directory will be printed during FY 2003, but the aeronautical chart will not.
Facilities and Equipment
A portion of the funds are set aside to provide funding for emergency facility and equipment needs
that develop throughout the year.  This safety program helps local airports replace lighting or
communication equipment that may have malfunctioned during the year.
Runway Marking
Funds are used to assist public general aviation airports with painting runway markings.  A four-
year rotating system has been established to paint each runway once during the four years.  This
program provides an economical method for the marking of runways.
Windsocks
Windsocks are provided to public airports at no charge as a basic aviation safety tool.
Rebuild Iowa Infrastructure Fund Programs
Commercial Service Vertical Infrastructure Fund
The Rebuild Iowa Infrastructure Funds are distributed to the commercial service airports as
specified by the Code of Iowa, with no match required, for vertical infrastructure improvements.
Half of the funds are distributed equally to the commercial service airports, 40 percent distributed
by enplanements, and 10 percent based on cargo shipped.  Eligible expenses include:
construction or renovation of terminals and hangars, associated design costs, land acquisition,
grading, foundation work, floor slabs and utilities.  No runway, taxiway or other horizontal
improvements are eligible under the current program.  The FY 2003 program was appropriated
$1,100,000.
General Aviation Vertical Infrastructure
General aviation airports first received vertical infrastructure grant funds in FY 2000, and again
in FY 2002 and FY 2003.  Publicly owned general aviation airports must submit grant applications.
Projects are prioritized based on need for improvements as well as the financial need of the airport.
The grant is a 70/30 match program, with a $50,000 maximum grant per project.  Eligible projects
include hangars, fuel facilities and terminal improvements.  The FY 2003 appropriation totaled
$581,400.
Aviation Hangar Revolving Loan Fund
This fund was established in FY 2001, accompanied by a $500,000 appropriation to be used for
design, construction or improvement of hangars at general aviation airports in the state.  Because
of state budget shortfalls, $360,000 was deappropriated from this fund in FY 2002, leaving only
$140,000 loaned to airports to be repaid over a 10-year period.
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Rail Passenger Transportation
Two transcontinental Amtrak passenger routes pass through Iowa.
The California Zephyr provides service between Chicago and Emeryville, Cali-
fornia, with a daily eastbound and westbound train.  Zephyr trains operate on
Burlington Northern Santa Fe tracks with stops in Burlington, Mount Pleasant,
Ottumwa, Osceola, Creston and Omaha.
The Southwest Chief also provides daily two-way service between Chicago and
the West Coast.  It uses the Burlington Northern Santa Fe line through Fort
Madison (its only stop in Iowa), Kansas City and Albuquerque before terminat-
ing in Los Angeles.
As discussed in the introduction of this section, the Department is involved in
the Midwest Region Rail Initiative, an ongoing effort to expand and improve rail
passenger service in the Midwest.  The Iowa study accomplished as part of
this effort identifies the Chicago-to-Omaha route via the BNSF in Illinois and
Iowa Interstate Railroad route in Iowa as the most effective in terms of rider-
ship, revenue and operating costs.
Rail Freight Service
Iowa is served by 19 railroad companies that operate 4,163 miles of track.  Three
of these rail carriers are major national companies that operate 53 percent of
Iowa's total route miles, including much of the Iowa grain gathering network.
Of the 16 smaller railroads serving Iowa, nine operate in Iowa and nearby states
while seven operate only in Iowa.  These regional and local railroads serve 47
percent of Iowa route miles and handle 29 percent of the Iowa rail freight
shipments.
Rail/Highway Accidents
The number of Iowa rail/highway crossing accidents has decreased significantly
since 1980.  Contributing to this decline are four engineering and education
programs.  These programs include the Federal-Aid Rail/Highway Crossing Safety
Fund, which assists railroads in installing new crossing signals, upgrading
existing signals, and performing other low-cost improvements; the State Grade
Crossing Safety Fund, which provides funding to railroads for maintenance of
signals installed after 1973; the State Grade Crossing Surface Repair Fund,
which assists highway authorities and railroads in upgrading poor crossing
surfaces; and Operation Lifesaver, through which Iowa railroads provide public
education on highway/rail crossing safety.
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Living Roadway Trust Fund
The Living Roadway Trust Fund (LRTF) was established by the Iowa
Legislature in July 1989.  This fund was created to implement Integrated
Roadside Vegetation Management (IRVM) programs on city, county or
state rights-of-way or areas adjacent to traveled roadways. As part of
the legislation, an IRVM Coordinator's office was established to admin-
ister grants and assist in developing community enhancement projects
or other planting demonstration projects throughout the state. Examples
of projects eligible for funding through this program are planning and
public education, installation or initial maintenance and development,
special staff training, special equipment, or increased protection for ex-
isting vegetation. The Code of Iowa, Section 314.22, requires that county
or city applicants must have an IRVM plan on file with the IRVM
Coordinator's office before applying for funds. It further states that all
county applications must be sponsored by the county engineer or the
county conservation board. The application deadline is August 30 each
year.   All applications received are reviewed by the IRVM Technical
Advisory Committee.  This committee is appointed by the Director of
Transportation and recommends approval of qualified applications. The
director authorizes funding based on the recommendations of the advi-
sory committee.
The Living Roadway Trust Fund (LRTF) has two funding sources:
1. $250,000 from the Road Use Tax Fund (RUTF); and
2. Fees obtained from utility easements along interstate and
other divided four-lane, access-controlled highways.
Income from these sources, after distribution of the legislatively man-
dated amounts, are divided between city, county and state projects ac-
cording to the Road Use Tax Fund distribution formula.
Since the beginning of this program, more than  $7.8 million has been
approved for more than 800 projects around the state.  These funds
allowed the purchase of special equipment, roadside inventories, gate-
way plantings, native grass and forb seed, tree and shrub plantings, and
research and educational programs.
The IRVM Coordinator’s office established the framework to begin the
program and the state IRVM plan.  The office has funded a wildflower
brochure, educational display and native wildflower posters.  Also, native
seed for planting has been provided to DOT shop sites, interstate rest
areas and public school grounds.  These projects will enhance aesthet-
ics, and will provide identification and management training, and future
seed sources.
Public education is one of the major goals of the Living Roadway Trust
Fund program.  The coordinator’s office makes presentations and
attends conferences around the state to explain the program.  Distribu-
tion of brochures, posters and other information to increase awareness
and public support for Iowa's native vegetation is available on request.
Applications for FY 2003 funding were submitted by cities, counties and
the state.  The total amount of funding requested was $758,597, of which
$378,171 will be funded.
Requests for applications or additional information about this pro-
gram should be directed to the Iowa Department of Transportation,
Office of Design, 800 Lincoln Way, Ames IA 50010, Attention:  Road-
side Coordinator, or call 515-239-1768.  More information on projects
and the Living Roadway Trust Fund program can be viewed at
www.iowalivingroadway.com.

Living Roadway Trust Fund Projects
Fiscal Year 2003
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Project Location
State Projects (County)
Hawkeye Community College live plants and transportation Black Hawk $ 590
Hawkeye Community College native gardens project Black Hawk 6,400
ISU research, warm season grasses Black Hawk 12,257
Program promotion and accountability Black Hawk 34,000
Stewards of the Beautiful Land Seminars Marion 13,000
LRTF Assistance to Communities Marion 50,000
Trees Forever Marion 50,000
UNI Roadside Program Black Hawk 75,000
UNI Research, genetic diversity Black Hawk 14,850
UNI Iowa Ecotype project Black Hawk 35,640
Education, demonstration, and  awareness projects Story 50,000
Subtotal $ 341,737
County Projects
Hydro seeder Clay $ 14,000
Seed storage, scarifier Floyd 2,000
Seed drill, hydro seeder Henry 12,904
Storage facility Story 1,500
Chain saw Webster 280
Seed drill “Dew Drop Drill” Webster 5,750
Subtotal $ 36,434
Total $ 378,171




Highway Program Key
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(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8)
TYPE          PROJECT ESTIMATED COSTS X $1000
WORK OF
RTE ADT LOCATION MILES RATING CLASS WORK 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
(75) PLYMOUTH
60 4070 LEMARS BYPASS TO SIOUX COUNTY 5.5 31 CONSTRUCT RIGHT OF WAY 904
-ADD 2-LANE AND SENEY BYPASS GRADE 3399
WETLAND MITIGATION 50
BRIDGE NEW 298
CULVERT NEW 775
PAVE 7103
LIGHTING 79
TRAFFIC SIGNS 27
TRAFFIC SIGNALS 99
EROSION CONTROL 504
Example - (1) Project is on IA 60
(2) Average Daily Traffic on this section is 4,070
(3) The project is in Plymouth County, LeMars bypass to Sioux County
(4) The project is 5.5 miles long
(5) Sufficiency rating for this section is 31
(6) Work Class is Construct for this project
Preserve - (no change is roadway dimensions)
Modernize - (preservation plus some change of roadway dimension or service characteristics)
Rebuild - (on present alignment incorporating existing right-of-way)
Construct - (on new alignment and new R.O.W.)
(7) Type of Work programmed
(8) Project costs programmed for each year




















































































